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India sets a new landmark, exceeds 3 crore tests

Tests Per Million (TPM) continue to rise, stand at
21,769 today

Posted On: 17 AUG 2020 2:46PM by PIB Delhi

In a testament to the focussed, consistent and coordinated efforts of the Centre and the State/UT
governments, India has set a new landmark of conducting 3 crore tests. Expanded diagnostic lab network
and facilitation for easy testing across the country have given a substantial boost. With 7,31,697 tests
conducted in the last 24 hours, India is on its resolved drive to increase its testing capacity to 10 lakh
tests daily. Building on this achievement, the Tests Per Million (TPM) have seen a sharp increase to

21,769.

While the cumulative testing rose from 1.2 crore on 14th July 2020 to 3.0 crore on 16th August 2020, the
positivity rate has seen a rise from 7.5% to 8.81% in the same period. Although higher number of tests
will push the positivity rate initially, but as the Delhi experience has amply shown, it will eventually
lower when combined with other measures such as prompt isolation, tracking and timely clinical

management.
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More than 3 crore tests have been conducted so far.

Aggressive TESTING leads to early identification and isolation of #COVIDI19 positive cases. This
coupled with efficient clinical treatment brings the Fatality Rate down. Thus, enhanced and timely
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TESTING is not only keeping the Positivity Rate low but also the Fatality Rate low.

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1646408

=

30,041,400 j

=

I[E

1/2



17/08/2020 Press Information Bureau

A prominent determinant of the evolving testing strategy is the steadily widening diagnostic lab network
in the country. This has significantly grown from one lab at Pune in early January 2020 to 1470 today,
including 969 labs in the government sector and 501 private labs. These include:

* Real-Time RT PCR based testing labs: 754 (Govt: 450 + Private: 304)
* TrueNat based testing labs: 599 (Govt: 485 + Private: 114)
* CBNAAT based testing labs: 117 (Govt: 34 + Private: 83)

For all authentic & updated information on COVID-19 related technical issues, guidelines & advisories
please regularly visit: https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ and @MoHFW _INDIA.

Technical queries related to COVID-19 may be sent to technicalquery.covid19@gov.in and other queries
on ncov2019@gov.in and @CovidIndiaSeva .

In case of any queries on COVID-19, please call at the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare helpline
no.: +91-11-23978046 or 1075 (Toll-free). List of helpline numbers of States/UTs on COVID-19 is also
available at https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/coronvavirushelplinenumber.pdf .

skookskok

MV/SJ
HFW/COVID Updates/17Aug2020/1

(Release ID: 1646408) Visitor Counter : 47

Read this release in: Marathi , Hindi , Punjabi

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1646408 2/2



